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great benefits arising from such kind of views 
EVIDENCE OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT. of a future retribution, as they. themselves pos- 
an raises 2 ' }sess without any kind of trouble or anxiety? 

; Maw onelnded.drom. page 2g.) Notice distinctly, that it is the fear of this fu- 
Since writing my former remarks on the sub- ture punishment, not the punishment itself,,on 
ject of the evidence of future punishment, it) which they rely as a sure source of pure re- 
has occurred to my mind that a few additional | Tigion and. genuine virtue: But avho can-be- 
suggestions, respecting the same subject, might lieve that there is one clergyman in New 
be profitable. . England, who would be willing to state, asa 
ist, then, What reason have we to expect! matter of fact, that he is really afraid of being 
any very favourable effects from the influence| punished in the future world? Setting aside 
of the doctrine of future retribution, so long as| what we may call disfiguring their faces to be 
no definite, rational ideas exist in the mind con-|seen of men, what other proof do they give 
cerning it? Our Doctors of Divinity are not|that they are. troubled with fear concerning | 
agreed respecting the nature of the punishment| their own future state, or the future state of 
on which they rely for raising that horror and|any body else? Ifa clergyman be visited with 
fear in the human breast, to which they look| sickness in his family, if his beloved companion 
for the support of vital religion and genuine} or dear child is dangerously ill, you will find 
morality. Some of them affect to adhere to the| this man in trouble; he is anxious to exert the 
old notion of a lake of literal fire and brimstone, | last means in his power to restore to health the 
in which the wicked are to be tormented for-|one he loves At such a moment, could you 
ever and ever. Others, who venture to use a| persuade him to a party of social friends, to 
little common sense on the subject, think such| spend an aflernoon conversing politely on the 
an opinion is an absurdity, requiring a perpetual | common subjects of running conversation? No, 
miracle of divine cruelty to render it possible.|by no means. He cannot be drawn away from 
If the fire in which the wicked are to be tor-| his constant watching and attention to the sick. 


the virtue which is produced by terror.— 
He says, in the extract which I made from his 
letter to Trinitarians and Calvinists, ‘* The vir- 
tue that is produced by cheerful views, and by 
the contemplation of kindness, benevolence, and 
mercy in God, is of a more pure, generous, and 
elevated kind, than that which arises from cold, 
austere, and gloomy views, and thé contempla- 
tion of severe, unrelenting, vindictive justice, 
and the execution of eternal wrath.” I can 
hardly believe that the Dr. really meant what 
his words naturally imply; for according to 
their natural construction, he allows, that from 
the views and contemplations which he seems to 
disallow, virtue may arise; and that it may be 
pure, generous, and elevated; yet is not that 
degree of purity, &c. as is that virtue which is 
produced from such views and contemplations 
as he justifies. 

It seems that the Calvinist and Arminian are 
ina debate about the purity of their virtue; 
each contending that the terrors on which he 
predicates his virtue are productive of the pur- 
est kind. If this is not telling each other, my 
virtue is purer than yours, it is difficult to un- 
derstand it. However, as they are comparing 
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‘not believe they have any. 


mented be a literal fire, then, of course, it will 
be necessary that the sufferers be possessed of 
literal bodies; otherwise the fire could do them 
no harm. But if the fire be literal, and the 
body to be tormented be literal too, it follows 
necessarily that the suffering must be either so 
very moderate as to be hardly inconvenient, or 
it must be very short; for a human body put, 
into the flames of a quick and lively fire, ppakt, 
immediately become insensible to pain. Dr. 
Ware, a3 we have seen, relies on the certainty 
of this punishment, and on the evidence brought 
home distinctly to the minds of men of its cer- 
tainty. But how are the minds of men to re- 
ceive, distinctly, evidence of that of which no 
one in the world has any definite or distinct 
notion? Asto what Unitarians believe respect- 
ing the nature of the future punishment with 
which they endeavour to frighten the ignorant, 
{ very much donbt their ever having stated it. 
I do not believe that they know. each other’s 
minds on the subject. I do not believe they 
know their own minds on it. And in fact I do 


their virtues, and giving their opinions on them, 
it may be as well to Jet them examine, and 
judge of virtues which do not depend on either 
of their systems of fear. Here are many honest, 
upright men, who are exemplary in their lives, 
and who strictly attend to the duties of religion, 
as far as imperfect men can reasonably be ex- 
pected to do, and yet they do neither believe 
in a state of punishment in a future world, nor 
act from the fear of it. If these contending par- 
ties will be so kind as to let these matters rest 
a little while, and give us their candid opinion 
concerning the quality of that religion and moral 
virtue, which is produced by neither of their 
systems of terror, but wholly and entirely from 
a Jove to God and mankind, it is confidently be- 
lieved that their own differences will never be 
resumed, Us Bag 8 


But who ever found any of those terrific preach- 
ers so much concerned about the future state as 
to prevent their enjoying social circles? 

No doubt I shall be told, that preachers are 
not afraid of being punished in the future world, 
because they consider themselves the friends of 
God, the defenders of his religion, and the 
doers of his will. Very well, let all this be al- 
lowed; but how happensit that all this is done 
without being afraid of future retribution, when 
all this goodness depends on this yery fear? 
Do the clergy believe that they themselves are 
religious and virtuous, as a consequence of the 
fear which others have of future refribution ? 
The fact is, other people are no more concern- 
ed about it than they are, (a few, fecble per- 
sons, of delicate nerves, excepted.) Will it be 
urged that evening prayer meetings and reli- 
gious conferences are proofs that people are 
alarmed for their future safety? I must be 
permitted to reply, that people can be induced 
to attend to what is fashionable without being 
compelled by fear. 

3d. If ali the evident proofs of the entire in- 


“The Recompense of Reward.”-—Heb. xi. 26. 


Much might be said of the sacrifices which Mo- 
ses made for the cause of the Israelites. He had 


Some of them T have asked to state their 
views respecting the future punishment which 
they held up, and give me to understand what 
this punishment’ consists in. No sooner than 
the request was made, a manifest surprise anid 
confusion told me that no definite opinion had | 
been formed on the subject. Some, it is true, 
after some lengthy pause, would suggest that it 
must be guilt of conscience, a compunction for 
haying sinned against a kind and merciful God 
But the moment this statement came out, the’ 
question followed, whether a consciousness of 
guilt, and a compunction for having sinned 
against a kind and merciful God, are not, In) 
fact, genuine repentance. ‘This could not be} 
denied, and thereforé nothing could be 


been adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter,had been 
educated at the Royal expense, in all the learn- 
ing of Egypt, at that time the seat of learning 
in the world; had enjoyed all the favours 
which the crown could bestow on a youthful 


utility of this doctrine of future retribution, 
which have been adduced, could be set aside, | 
and their force evaded, there still remains one | 
acknowledged fact, which renders the doctrine | 
abortive ; and that is, what all its advocates al-| 
low and even urge, that repentance any time, prince, and for aught we know, was considered 
before death will be acomplete security against heir to the crown itself. What bright pros- 
future punishment. Not only are we told, that) pects lay before the ambition of youth, how 
repentance, any time while hife lasts, will ex-| fascinating must have been his future hopes, 
empt us from wrath hereatter, but we are as- if he could have contented himself to remain 
sured by the same authority that we can repent in ease, opulence and honor, while his breth- 
at any time when we please. Where then is, ren, kindred and nation, were groaning under 
the terror? Who can fear an evil, which is so | the most severe oppressions. But this his no- 
easily avoided? If the inhabitants of this city | ble, benevolent soul, fuli of the holy fire of pa- 
were certified that it would be certain death for | triotism, could not endure. 


No, he “ refused 
any person to appear in the streets, on a certain to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter ; 


stated, 
fn which this punishment will consist. 
2d. How can our preachers entertain any ra- 
tional hope or expectation of obtaining any 
~ » . 


oe - 


| be concerned for their lives? 


day, without some sort of clothing, who would | choosing rather to suffer affliction with the peo- 
pte of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 


Finally, Dr. Ware sets but a slight value on| for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ 


greater. riches than the treasures in, Egypt, 
for he had respect unto the recompense of re-) 
ward.” end Ma 
But when was Moses rewarded for his pa-' 
triotism ? When “ Jehovah looked out of his 
pillar of glory, and Pharoah and his host were 
drowned in the sea.’ When his sister Miriam, 
with a timbrel in her hands, led the daughters 
of Israel in songs of deliverance, when Moses 
and all the people praised God for their eman- 
cipation from the “iron furnace,’ in which 
they had long been afflicted. Have we any ac- 
count in the Scriptures that Moses went into 
another world to receive his reward? For his 
faithfulness to God and his nation, are we told, 
that a state of eternal bliss was awarded him?) 
So far from meriting such a reward, he even 
came short of deserving to set his feet on the 
land of promise. God favored him with a sight 
of the goodly land, from the top of Pisgah, and 
told him, (See Deut. xxxiv. 4,) “1 have caus-/ 
ed thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt 
not go over thither.” Compare with Num. xt, | 

12. * And the Lord spake unto Moses and’ 
' Aaron, because ye believed me not, (o sanctify | 
me in the eyes of the children of {srael, there-| 
fore ye shall not bring this congregation into | 
the land which t have given them.” If Moses | 
came short of meriting the privilege of leading 
his people into the land of promise, is it reason- 
able to suppose that he merited an immortal! 
state of glory? 

With these suggestions, I have called the 
reader’s mind to contemplate the doctrine of 
recompense. What | have seen in several 
newspapers, respecting our beloved Presidents, | 
who gloriously died on the day of our nation’s 
jubilee, has led me to these reflections. These 
papers represent those patriots as going into| 
another state to receive the reward due to, 
their faithful services, rendered to their nation! | 
What motive induced those sagacious statesmen | 


to declare these states free and independent ?{ jan religion, could possibiy have been received | 
And what did they regard as the recompense of} and established without such miracles as the | 


the hazard they ran? Who can rationally say, 
that their hopes were in the eternal world? 
Their country’s freedom and prosperity was 
the crown for which they contended, and was 
the reward of their agonism. They lived loug 
to enjoy this rich and abundant recompense, 
which far surpassed their expectations, 

[ would humbly beg of Christians to enter- 
tain more elevated views of eternity, and more 
exalted thoughts of immortality, than te make 
them a recompense for momentary virtues. 

H. B. 


; 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


TO REV. MR. BALFOUR. 


Sir,—In the last Magazine | observed a piece 
headed, ** On Christ’s Resurrection the Third 
Day,” which | was pleased to see, as nothing 
gives me more pleasure than the views of our 
brethren on the important subject of the Resur- 
rection from death, to a life of immortality and 
happiness. But, sir, there is a portion of St. 
Paol’s writings to the Corinthians, | never saw 
eeplained in any other way than brought in 
sometimes as demonstration, to do away pun- 
ishment beyond the death of the body in the 
controversies of the present day. If you will 
lay before the readers of the Magazine your 
views of the portion of Scripture | shall here 
transcribe, it will be pleasing to me, and | will 
venture to say, to many of the readers of this 
useful paper. This portion of Scriptare is in 
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1 Cor. xv. 51, 62 and 53d verses :-—“* Behold | in itself, is not withont sueh difficulties, as to 
shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep give conduct of Providence, as ure objected te 


but we shallall be changed, in a moment, in the revelation. ts 
twinkling of an eye, at the last tramp: for the 15. The sacred history has the greatest marks 
trumpet shall sound, andkthe dead shall be rais- of truth, honesty, and impartiality, of all other 


ed incorruptible, and we shall be changed; * * histories whatsoever; and withal has sone of 


* * * * then shall be brought to pass the say-, the known marks of knavery and imposture, 


ing that is wriiten, death is swallowed up 
victory.” 1 should like to have explained, 


in| 


16. The predictions of Scripture, have been 
still fulfilled im the several ages of the wor 


ist, ‘he Mystery ; 2d, Sleep; 3d, Change ;, whereto they belong. 


4th, Moment; 5tb, Last Trump, and the Sound- 
ing of the same; 6th, Raising of the Dead to 
{ncorruption ; and 7th, Death being Swallowed 
up. ‘ Canpour. 


Reasons for believing the Book of Revela- 
tion to be true. 


Some of the principal reasons which make 
me believe the Bible to be true are the follow- 
ing : ; 

1. The Bible lays the law of nature for its 
foundation ; and all along supports and assists 
natural religion ; as every true revelation ought 
to do. ; 

2, Astronomy, and the rest of our certain 
mathematic sciences, do confirm the accounts 
of Scripture, so far as they are concerned. 

3. The most ancient and best historical ac- 
counts of Scripture, so far as they are con- 
cerned, 

4. The more learning has increased, the 
more certain in general do the Scripture ac- 
counts appear, and its difficult places are more 
cleared thereby. 

5. There are, or have been generally, stand- 
ing memorials preserved, of the certain truths 
of the principal histori¢al facts, which were 
constant evidences for the certainty of them. 

6. Neither the Mosaical law, 


sacred history contains. 


7. Although the Jews all along hated and | raises are the horrible yellings. of sin and 


persecuted the prophets of God, yet were they 
forced to believe that they were true prophets, 
and their writings of divine inspiration 


8. The ancient and present states of the Jew- 


ish nation, are strong arguments for the truth of 


their law, and of the Scripture prophecies re- 
lating to them. 


9. The ancient and present states of the, 


)Christian church are also strong arguments for America, published in our last. In this extract 
| the author is discussing the success of Orthodox 


the truth of the gospel, and of the Scripture 
prophecies relating thereto. 


10. The miracles whereon the Jewish and 
Christian religion are founded, were of old 
owned to be true by their very enemies. 

11. The sacred writers, who lived in times 
and places so remote from one another, do yet 
all carry on one and the same grand design, 
viz. that ef the salvation of mankind, by the 
worship of, and obedience to, the one true God, 
in and through the King Messiah; which, with- 
out a divine conduct, could never haye been 
done. 

12. The principal doctrines of the Jewish 
and Christian religion are agreeable to the most 
ancient traditions of all other nations. 

13. ‘The difficulties relating to this religion 
are not such as affect the truth of the facts, but 
the conduct of Providence, the reasons of which 
the sacred writers never pretended fully to 
knew, or to reveal to mankind. 


14. Natural religion, which is yet so certain 


17. No opposite systems of the universe, or 
schemes of divine revelation, have any toler- 


‘able pretences to be true, but those of the Jews 


and Christians. 

These are the plain and obvious arguments 
which persuade me of the truth of the Jewish 
and Christian revelations. t we 

Whiston. 


Description of Calvinism. 1 
Lurweuix, in his tracts, (See Monthly Re- 


view enlarged, vol. viii. 1792) describes Cal-. 


vivistic Theology in the following forcible man- 
her: , P 1. 
“I challenge the whole body and being of 
moral eyil itself to invent, or inspire, or whis- 
per any thing blacker or more wicked: yea if 
sin itself had all the wit, the tongues and pens, 
of all men and angels to all eternity, L defy. the 
whole to say any thing of God worse than. this. 
© sin, thou hast spent and emptied thyself in 
the doctrine of John Calvin! And ‘here, | re- 
joice, that l have heard the utmost that malevo- 
lence itself shall ever be able to say against in- 
finite benignity |. L was myself brought up. and 
tutored in it, and being delivered and brought 
to see the evil and danger, am bound, by my 
obligations to God, angels and men, to warn my 
feliow-sinners; J, therefore, here before God 


nor the Christ. | #94 the whole universe, recal aud coudemn eve- 


ry word Ihave spoken in favor of it, 4 thus 
renounce the doctrine as the rancor of deviis ; 
a doctrine the preaching of which is babbling 
and mocking, its prayers blaspheniies, and whose 


hell.” 


Orthodox Foreign Missions, 


The following is another extract from the 
article in the Christian Examiner, to which we 
are indebted for the account of Unitarianism in 


foreign Missions. 


‘** And now I will speak of the success of the 
orthodox missionaries abroad. On this subject 
I shall say but a few words. It is unnecessur 
that I shouid speak ow it long. ‘fhe orthodox 
magazines teem with inflated accounts of for- 
eign success, and they who are inquisitive may 
read them through, and they who are credu- 
lous may believe them to the letter. Notwith 
standing their length and minutenesa, | cannot 
find that much has been done.~ ‘The Abbe jiu- 
bois, Mr. Adam, and other missionaries, coniess 
that little or nothing has been done. The 


Quarterly Keview, which is an auti-unitarian ' 


work, says that nothing has been done; and in 
the number for last December, presents such a 
view of the labors of Mr. and Mrs. Judsen, as 
impresses us with an idea of the honesiy ond 
zeal of that couple, but not of their good sense 
or their good success, Something nke this 
might be said of almost all the missionaries who 
have gone to the east. They have gone there 
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under the conviction, that all the Hindoos, Bur- the way of religious instruction, and placed un 
mese, &c. are destined to eternal punishment, der the care of pious orthodox heralds of sal- 
éxcept those whom they can turn to Christiani- vation, to be brought by their labors of love to 
ty, and save. -Hence ina great measure, their a sense of his guilt, and converted to Christ ; 
zeal; and hence the loud and long proclama- and then immediately swung upon the halter 
tions, when there is a baptism; and hence the out of a world of trouble into a heaven of infi- 
broken speeches in broken English, which are nite joy and peace? Suppose | should repeat 
retailed in biographies of little male and female to them the emphatic question, “Can you so 
converts, who repeat when they are sick what torture our mother tongue as to call such a hap- 
they were taught when they were well; and py change a righteous retribution ?” &c.-— 
hence all the cant about missions on both sides of Would not this question be as fair as the one 
the great water, which has given a respectable | which Justus proposed to me, upon the case of 
part of the christian community a sickness, of erime which he brought forward? Let those 
which I am afraid it will be difficult to cure) who are in the habit of employing such argu- 
them. I do not hesitate ‘to say, that next) ments, consider this matter well; and never at- 
to our want. of resources, the principal rea-|tempt again to oppose my doctrine because of 
son of our inactivity regarding missions, is one |its admitting that the punishment which men 
created by the orthodox themselves. Their|sometimes bring upon themselves by overt aets 
language has been so unreasonable on this! of wickedness may be the means of hastening 
point, their cant has been so sickening, that it|their conversion to Christ, until they have 
has turned away many a face from the réal, shown‘that if such arguments bear at all against 
merits of the subject itself; it has created a dis-) my views, they do not bear with equal weight 
gust, which has deafened many an ear to ‘the } against their own. 

voice of application, and kept back many amind| Now what dreadful judgment can limitarian 
from calm and impartial inquiry clergymen threaten upen their hearers, to warn 
In the Sandwich Islands, the missionaries) them against the sin of murder? Can they as- 
have been truly ‘sticcessful. ‘There is no rea-;sure them that they shall be punished in the 
son to doubt, that. they have very much changed | future world? No; for they believe that one 
the moral state of that part ef the world for the ;may commit this sin, and then be converted, and 
better. To my mind this fact is pretty strong) prepared for an entrance into heaven immedi- 
evidence, that little has been done in India. A /atelyafterdeath. Accordingly, Orthodox Judges, 
voice of confidence and reality is heard from) when they pronounce sentence of death upon 
those islands, which is not from Calcutta or Se-|the murderer, exhort him to flee to Jesus, as- 
rampore.” ‘There is a formidable array of names | Surivg him that the Savieur’s blood is sufficient 


ners, which is as long as the divine law autho- 
rises us to threaten men with misery; and both 
were sanctified and saved by the blood of 
Christ. 

To conclude ; since I find it abundantly and 
clearly proved in the scriptures, that Christ 
will, sooner or later, in this world or another, 
bring all men into a state of holy reconciliation 
to God, Iam a conscientious opposer of the 
doctrine of endless misery. And since | do not 
find in the scriptures any threatenings of a pun- 
ishment in a future state, nor proof that any 
will there continue to stand out against the di- 
vine government so as to deserve or need it, ! 
am not a preacher of future punishment.— 
Whether any will need chastisement in a future 
state or not, I view it.to be clearly the doctrine 
of the scriptures, that the wicked shall be re- 
compensed in the earth for sins committed in 
the earth. This is, to my mind, as far as in- 
finite wisdom has seen fit to carry the subject 
of punishment, in the revelation of its designs ; 
and of course | must consider it to be as far as 
duty, and the good of mankind, require me to 
carry it. For me to extend threatenings of 
punishment beyond what | can understand the 
word of God to authorize, with a view thereby 
to benefit society, would be to charge the scrip- 
tures with a fault, and to exalt my own wisdom 
above the wisdom of the All-wise. 

Let him who would further write, or medi- 
tate on this subject, keep before hint the pre- 
phet’s standard: ‘ To the law and to the testi- 
mony; if they speak not according to this word, 


and numbers belonging to the India missions; to cleanse and pardon even such a sinner as he; 
but when-you ask for what has been done, you; and they pray God to have mercy on his soul. 
are always referred to the Sandwich Islands: |Of course they believe that the murderer, if 
There seem to be more encouraging facts to be| he choose, may obtain pardon, and escape all 
had for the asking, in that group, than can be | future punishment. Then, unless he is ‘ re- 
gathered with care from the whole continent of| compensed in the earth,” he never suffers any 
Asia. I have no disposition to deny or to under-| punishment at all. Hence the reader may see, 
value any good, that has been eflecied by mis-| that those limitarians who are in the habit of 
‘rsionaries any where; and I have no disposition | painting up cases of sin and transgression in 
to take all the boasting and swelling’ of the or-| such colors as to make it appear that the wick- 
thodox about them for sober history. jed are not punished in the earth, are far behind 
i us in warning men of the real and certain dan- 
gers of sin. For while they encourage the sin- 
ner to-expeci that he may commit sin, and es- 
cape al! punishment; we, through faith in the 
word of Ged, a faith which is abundantly con- 
firmed by observation and experience, maintain | 
ihe certainty of punishment upon all transgres-| 
sors | 
As Tam about to leave this subject for the | 
present, | will repeat a quotation before urged 
in this communication, and ask my opposers to! 
sive ita careful hearing. ‘Let two men stand 
before you in the character of ‘murderers. It 
affects not the question if you say that the act 
had been committed by one many months or 
years, and by the other net many seconds; for | 
if the former have not come to repentance, he 
is us great a sinner, as guilty of that same | 
crime, and as deserving of punishment, as he’ 
was the moment:he committed the act. For! 
the divine law inflicts punishment, in degree as, 
the turpitude of the crime requires; in deration, | 
until its object is effected. Suppose these two: 
persons are now both slain; one them fell at 
his Saviour’s feet, and obtained forgiveness of’ 
sins, immediately before, and the other immedi- | 
ately after Ins death Now the question is, 
wherein is the change of the latter, from the 
character and miseries of a murderer, to a state 
of reconciliation to Christ, any more sudden 
than that of the fermer? And wherein js it 
any more ipconsistent witb the scriptural doc- 
trine of retrtution, or of gospel salvation? 
Both were miserable az long as they were sin-, 
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From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
To the Chiistian Public. 
(Concluded from page 23.) 


We will go back, and consider again the mar- 
derer’s case, which first brought for the bene- 
fit of my opposers. He was converted a few 
minutes before his execution ‘Phere then was 
a quick transition, from the character and mis 
eries of a murderer, into the reconciliation and 
happiness of a saint. Now suppose that this 
change, instead: of being immediately Sefore his 
execution, had been immediately after it. How 
would the circumstance of this change being a 
few minutes later, make any differcnce in the 
case as it respects the suddeuness of the change? 
or render it any more inconsistent with the 
doctrine of a righteous retribution? df any of 
my opposers have any thing to say hereaiter 
on this subject, let them answer me this ques- 
tion. And again; let them -candidly consider. 
if in the case which L have supposed for their 

consideration, and whicb their doctrine will ad 
mit, [ should ask them, to what real danger cid 
that assassin expose himself by the commission 
of murder? By suffering his sinful passions to 
bre. k out in this overt act of craeity, was not 
the danger to which ke exposed himself, that 
©: being taken from the rambling mode of hve 
in which he might neyer have put himself in 
' 


it is because there is no light in them.” What- 
ever shall be brought forward and argued from 
the divine testimony, shall be candidly attended 
to; and if-t am convinced of error, or haye 
new truths brought to my understanding, 1 wil! 
cheerfully acknowledge the favor. 

S. COBB. 


To the Editors of the Universalist Magazine. 
GrntLemEN,—In publishing my second Inguiry. 
l was compelled to suppress a number of ye. 
marks, on several texts and topics which came 
under discussion, unless I had exiended the prg- 
posed number of its pages, or altogether omii- 
ted other things which deserved notice. If yon 
judge them of any use to your readers, they are 
at your service. As they must now appear out 
of their intended connexion, and will seem to 
have no particular connexion with each other. 
I shall call them Fraguients. 
Yours, &c. 
FRAGMENTS. 
Dan, xii. 2.—“ And many of them that sieey 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to eyer- 
lasting life and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” As it is contended by some that ageneral 
and literal resurrection of all the dead taught in 
ihis passage, it may be useful to examine ite 
phraseology a litle farther. I find then, that 
to repent in dust and ashes, to be bowed down 
to ihe dust, to lick the dust, with similar phra- 
seology, are modes of speaking which express 
a hamble, subjected, and even degraded eondi- 
tion—see Job xlii. 6, Isaiah xivii. 1, Nahum iii 
18, Psalm xliv. 26 and cix. 25, Isaiah xxv. 12 
and xxvi. 5. As a contrast to these expres 
sious, to arise from the dust, to awake from the 
dust, and to shake a person’s self trom the dust. 
are expressions used to signify being raised 
from a humble, subjected, and degraded condi- 
tion, to honour and happiness—-see Isaiah 1 


W. B. 
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xvi. 2, 

But the phraseology in this passage is, to 
** sleep in the dust of the earth.” The term sleep 
's often used to express natural death, John xi. 
t1—14, with many other passages. It is also 
used for natural sloth or indolencs, Prov. vi. 
9-11 and xxiv. 33,34. It is also used to ex- 
press a state of national and spiritual sloth, stu- 
pidity, and death—see Isaiah xxix. 10, Rey. iii. 
1, 1 Tim. v. 6, 1 Cor. xv. 34, Isaiah li. 17. 
These texts show, that persons are said to be 
asleep and dead, when no one thinks natural 
sleep or death is meant. To awake from this 
state, is to be brought into its opposite state, a 
life of natural, moral, or spiritual activity-—-see 
Ephes. v. 14, 1 Cor. xv. 34, and Rev. xx. 5, 
12,13. It is evident, from all the above texts, 
that such language is not only used in reference 
to individuals, but also nations. For example, 
Babylon, Isaiah xlvii. 1, Nah. iii. 18, and Isaiah 
xxy. 12, and xxvi. 5. Also of Jerusalem or of 
the Jewish nation, Isaiah lii. 2. By comparing 
1 Kings xvi. 2 and xiv. 7, the dust seems to 
mean the common people, or those in a low 
condition ; and to be exalted out of the dust, is 
to be raised to office or preeminence among 
them. 

It is evident from the context, that Daniel is 
speaking of his own people the Jews. They 
had once held the first rank among all the na- 
tions of the earth. But at the period alluded 
tu by Daniel, they were degraded to a very 
low condition, their nation being a province of 
the Roman empire. National spiritual sleep 
had seized them-—-see Rom ii. 8-—-11, Matt. 
xiii. 14, 15, Acts xxviii, 25, 26. Daniel’s fig- 
urative description of their state agrees then 
with the fact of the case, and is in unison with 
the language in which it is described by the 
New ‘Vestament writers. But Daniel says,—- 
** Many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life.” 
This took place with many of the Jews on the 
day of Pentecost, and afterward, It is then 
agreeable to the fact of the case, and even to 
the language of our orthodox friends, for they 
call such attention to religion a great awakening, 
to this very day. That some of the Jews awoke 
to shame and everlasting contempt, is also no- 
torious, and is visible to this day in their disper- 
sion and contempt among all the nations of the 
earth. The language used therefore, and the 
people of whom Daniel was speaking, both 
show that this text is misapplied, when quoted 
by our orthodox brethren to prove a literal and 
general resurrection of the dead. 


Excellence of the Sacred Writings. 

lf we examine the Sacred Writings, we shall 
find they consist of four different kinds, the po- 
eti¢, oratorical, historical, and didactic forms. 
The poetic lies chiefly in the book of Psalms, 
of Job, and sevéral detached passages in the 
Prophets, particularly of Isaiah. They contain 
many noble efforts of unmixed poetry or pure 
imitation; yet these, being all centered in one 
intention, that of extolling the works, and cele- 
brating the power, wisdom and goodness of the 
Deity, do generally partake of the character of 
eloquence, being chiefly of the lyric kind. In 
ail these, the great character of simplicity is so 
strongly predominant, that every attempt to em- 
heliish them, by adding the supernumerary de- 
eorations of style in translation, hath ever been 
f od to weaken and debase them. 
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«xvi, 19, 1 Sam. ii. 8, Psalm exiii.7, 1 Kings, | merable might be produced, equal, if not supe. 


rior, to any recorded by profane antiquity. lr 
these, the leading character of simplicity is ni 


exhortations are generally admirable in this 
quality. Filled with unfeigned compassion for 
the weakness and miseries of man, they breathe 
nothing but the purest benevolence. St. Paul’s 
last conversation with his friends at Ephesus. 
on his departure for Jerusalem; his discourse 
on the resurrection, and on charity; his re- 
proofs, his commendations, his apologies, espe- 
cially that before Agrippa, are written in the 
noblest strain of simplicity. And as a perfect 
model of this kind, we may give the story of 
Joseph and his brethren, which for tenderness. 
true pathos, and unmixed simplicity, is beyond 
compare, superior to any thing that appears in 
ancient story. 

But as the most important part of Scripture 
lies in the historical and preceptive part}; es- 
pecially in the New Testament, whence chief- 
ly our idea of duty must be drawn; so we find 
this uniform and simple manner eminently pre- 
vailing throughout, in every precept and nar- 
ration. ‘This history is conveyed in that artless 
strain which alone could adapt it to the capaci- 
ties of all mankind; the precepts delivered by 
our Saviour are drawn from the principles of 
common sense, improved by the most exalted 
love of God and man; and either expressed in 
clear and direct terms, or couched under: such 
images and allusions, as are every where to be 
found in nature, such as are, and must ever be, 
universally known, and familiar to all mankind ; 
in which we may farther observe, bis manner 
of teaching was greatly superior to the justly 
applauded Socrates, who, for the most part, 
drew his images and allusions from the less 
known arts and manners of the city. Through 
all this variety of striking allusion and moral 
precept the style ever continues the same, un- 
adorned, simple, vehement, and majestic; yet 
never drawing the reader’s attention on itself, 
but on the divine sentiments it conveys. 

To this we may farther add, that these sev- 
eral kinds of composition are mixed and united 
with such propriety and force, as is scarce to be 
equalled in any other writings. The poetical 
parts are heightened by the greatest strokes of 
eloquence and precept; the pathetic, by the 
noblest imagery and strictest morals; and the 
preceptive is strengthened and enforced by all 
the aids of poetry, eloquence, and parable; cal- 
culated at once to engage the imagination, to 
touch the passions, and command the reason of 
mankind. Rev. J. Brown. 


Horr—an extract—* There is no gloom so 
thick that may not be penetrated by a single 
ray, nor is any tempest so violent that may not 
be calmed down by the whispers, of Hope. And 
though there be a cloud come along that may 
for a moment shut out all sunshine, yet the soft 
breath of hope may scatter it, and show you 
the beams of an efiulgent day bursting forth in 
majesty and power.” 


*¢ We shudder at deception, for it strikes more 


deadly blows than either the bayonet or the. 


sword. At best, it is a bitter potion, and tis 
strange that its bitterness does not make men 
sick of it.” 


MARRIED, 
On Thursday, Aug. 3, by William Nelson, Esq. Mr. 
Alvah Shorileff to Miss Hannah Smith, daughter of Mr. 


As to the oratorical or pathetic parts, imnu- | Daniel Smith, jun. all of Middleborough. 
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OBITUARY NOTICE. & © 
hte Died, in Charlestown, Mass, on the 8d inst. in the 76th 
less remarkable. Our Saviour’s parables and year of his age, Dea. Moses Hall, after a confinement of 


nearly three months. He has left a widow and « nume- 
rous family of children and grand children, to mourn the 
loss of one of the best of husbands and fathers. heme 
For many years, he was a professor nate" faithful 
supporter of the doctrine of Universal Salvation, through 
the mediation of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. It was 
the pleasure of our Heavenly Father, to grant to this aged 
servant, and disciple of his Divine Master, the ee 
able favor to enjoy, during his confinement, his 4 
and a most lively exercise of that hope, which entereth 
within the vail, whither the forerunner hath for us enter- 
ed. Better than precious ointment is his good name to 
his family and friends ; and long, by his pious example 
and virtuous life, will he, though dead, continue to speak- 
to the living. nex “i Nee 
How persuasively still, from his silent repose, gus : rite 
He continues to speak to his friends, who survive! 
And soft are his accents, as the zephyr that blows, 


To fill us with comfort, and from fear to relieve. 


For your comfort, dear consort, the peace of my mind, — 
While my strength and my body were wasting away, 

Keep in your memory still, and think how resign’d 5 
I expected my exit} nor wish’d I to stay. Vo tt tre 
Why mourn then for me, who have recover’d my home, 
And so safely arriv’d at the end of my race? 
There is nothing on earth could induce my return, — 
Or can vie with the triumphs and glory of grace, 


Pe 


And you, my lov’d children, look ye up to your God, 
And know ye that his goodness forever shall last; 
All your sorrows and trials, intended for good, 
Soon shall vanish away, and forever be past. 


On your tender children, the bright crown that I wore, 
Whom I often embrac’d with affection and love, 

May bright wisdom descend, and remain evermore, 
And bring them to these mansions of glory above. 


My kind brethren all, whom I lov’d in the Lord, 

Stand ye fast in the faith, in your liberty stand; 
Be faithful to Jesus, and abide by his word, pa vy 
Though despis’d by the world, yet the salt of the land. 


And you who derided, to the truth being blind, 
The doctrine of Jesus, by my death you may see, 
That grace which is boundless, and to sinners most kind, 
From doubts and from fears the believer can free. 
, HE: 
= D 
PENITENCE. — ; a 
Not to thy throne I raise my eyes, ‘ ve 
Nor there stretch forth my hand, ; 
But with these guilty tears and sighs, 
Low in the dust Ibend, . 


My smitten breast, with sorrow’s throe, 

Compels my tongue in prayer; __ vas 
On me, a sinner, Lord, bestow 

Thy mercy’s tender care. 

No rites performed, nor sacrifice, 

Before thee, Lord, I plead ; 

A broken heart and weeping eyes 

The favors ask I need. 


And thou canst see what lurks within - 
This vile, deceptive heart 5 
And with the antidote of sin, 


The virus bid depart. H. B, 


a 
/ 4A FUNERAL SERMON, preached by Rey. Hosea 


| Bauxov, of this city, on the death of Dea. Moses Hall, 


the subject of the obituarygotice at the head of this col- 
amn, will be ready for sale this afternoon. Price (23 cts. 
Erratum. In our last, the signature of the article 


headed ** The Rev. Mr. Gray’s Argument,”’ should have 
been “* H. B.’’ and not simply “1H,” - ‘ 


» 


